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Finding “Japanese Style”
in Digital Design

Where’s  
THE WASABI?

Ryo Sampei | Spectrum Tokyo & Design Matters Tokyo
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MY BACKGROUND

2006
2007
2008
2015
2022

Marketing

+ Planning

+ UI Design

+ Service Design + Editorial

+ Service / Community Design
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https://game.watch.impress.co.jp/docs/review/364187.html
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120+

10,000+
Participants

Meetups
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Why Am I Doing this?

seeking 👀 new 
design trends
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Why Am I Doing this?

What is the Japanese Style of Design?
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Why Am I Doing this?

Don’t know...
Not sure if there’s something particular
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HOW WESTERN 
WE ARE IN 
THIS INDUSTRY...
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Why Am I Doing this?

 - Are they really intuitive for us?
 - Do they fit into our culture?
 - Do they fully apply to our language? etc.

WESTERN 
DESIGN 
PRINCIPLES
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Why Am I Doing this?

MAYBE THERE 
IS A MORE 
”JAPANESE” 
WAY🤔
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COMING BACK TO THE TITLE

WHERE’S 
THE “WASABI”
IN DESIGN
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WASABI

That spicy green stuff 
that COMES with your sushI

👉
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WASABI

A BIT MORE

WON’t hurt, right?
OF OUR KIND
SPICINESS
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THE JAPANESE NATURE

WHAT  
MAKES 
US JAPANESE?
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MINIMALISM 
& COMPLEXITY
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MUJI DON 
QUIJOTE

https://www.muji.net/ie/mujiur/ https://yaimatime.com/otoku/59028/
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HOSPITALITY

https://www.tir.ac.jp/contents/industry/column/hospitality/



HOSPITALITY?

日
本
ら
し
さ

THE JAPANESE NATURE

https://twitter.com/ryo_sasaki/status/560229808362102784/photo/1
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ORGANIZED 
/ CLEAN
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THE JAPANESE NATURE

https://tokosie.jp/organizing/24688/
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https://awordfromjapan.wordpress.com/tag/washlet/

FLUSH 
BIG

STOP WASH 
ASS

WASH 
POWER

WASH 
POSITION DEODOR

SEAT / WASH / DRY 
TEMPERATURE

CLEAN 
NOZZLE

OTHER 
SETTINGS

VIDET DRY

FLUSH 
SMALL

FLUSH 
SMALLER

LIFT 
SEAT

LIFT 
COVER
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https://awordfromjapan.wordpress.com/tag/washlet/

CUSTOMIZATION
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https://awordfromjapan.wordpress.com/tag/washlet/

CARES
YOUR ASS
A LOT ABOUT
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THE JAPANESE NATURE

 - live in chaos
 - are disciplined in general
 - likes to be caring, polite and quiet
 - are organized
 - loves customization
 - are used to info overload

The JAPANESE...
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2,136 
We NORMALLY USE

https://orientalsouls.com/blog/japanese-calligraphy/how-many-kanji-characters-are-there/

CHARACTERS
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TRENDS & IDEAS

6 DESIGN 
TRENDS
THAT MIGHT FIT OUR NATURE



INCLUSIVE 
DESIGN

EMOTIONAL 
DESIGN

SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN?

MAXIMALISM 
DESIGN?

UNIVERSAL 
DESIGN

ACCESSI- 
BILITY
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CULUMU
Inclusive Design Studio

https://culumu.com/
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TRENDS & IDEAS



https://inclusive-design.jp/

KAO

One-hand
Push Bottle
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TRENDS & IDEAS



Front-open 
Inner Shirt
https://www.uniqlo.com/jp/ja/contents/feature/front-open/

UNIQLO
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TRENDS & IDEAS



UNIVERSAL 
DESIGN
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UD Fonts
https://www.morisawa.co.jp/fonts/udfont/

Morisawa

ト
レ
ン
ド
や
ア
イ
デ
ア

TRENDS & IDEAS



Multipurpose
Toilets
https://www.lixil.co.jp/lineup/toilet/hl/multifunction_toilet_pack/

LIXIL
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TRENDS & IDEAS



Acure  
Vending Machine
https://www.g-mark.org/award/describe/45540

JR East Water Business / teamLab
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ACCESSIBILITY

ト
レ
ン
ド
や
ア
イ
デ
ア
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Digital Agency
https://www.digital.go.jp/en/

Japan Government
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TRENDS & IDEAS



Freee

Freee
Accessibility
Guideline
https://a11y-guidelines.freee.co.jp/
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TRENDS & IDEAS



Sumitomo Mitsui
Bank Corporation

Accessibility
Policy
https://www.smbc.co.jp/accessibility/
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EMOTIONAL 
DESIGN
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Scandinavian Style
E-Commerce

Hokuo Kurashi
no Douguten
https://hokuohkurashi.com/product_contents/10702
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TRENDS & IDEAS



Japanese
E-Commerce

Nakagawa
Masashichi
Shoten
https://www.nakagawa-masashichi.jp/shop/g/g4547639726582/
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SUSTAINABLE 
DESIGN?

Design that is timeless & long-lasting
Easy to maintain at low cost
The mend and re-use attitude
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https://rurubu.jp/andmore/article/12402
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MAXIMALIST 
DESIGN?
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 - Opposite of minimalist design
 - Design packed with details
 - More is more
 - Chaotic attraction

MAXIMALIST 
DESIGN?
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TRENDS & IDEAS



https://www.gamerspack.com/2020/06/01/persona-5-royal-review/
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JUST SAYIN’
🤔



NATIONALITY is 
just one perspective, 
but it is a big part 
of your roots

ま
と
め

WRAPPING UP
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WRAPPING UP

MAYBE DESIGN 
INSPIRATIONS 
LIE IN OUR ROOTS
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WRAPPING UP

DOING WHAT IS

WILL SURELY MAKE US A

SUPERSTAR
Someday... I hope... maybe...

NATURAL FOR US
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す

THANK YOU

THANK YOU 
FOR LISTENING
Ryo Sampei | Spectrum Tokyo & Design Matters Tokyo

Would love to hear about your
roots & stories as well.
Feel free to connect 🤙


